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Presentation Objectives 

• To explain the responsibilities under the 

Intermodal Equipment Provider Rule 

• To facilitate compliance and improve 

vehicle safety through better 

understanding of these requirements and 

your role in achieving compliance 

• To explain how FMCSA will enforce the 

IEP rule 
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Purpose of the Rule 

• To ensure that IEPs, 

motor carriers, and 

drivers share 

responsibility for 

intermodal equipment 

(IEM) operating on 

our nation’s 

highways. 

 

• If you are a supplier, 

railyard, or third party 

logistics company you 

may not be directly 

responsible, but you 

certainly have a role 

to play in safety. 
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Why is Safety Important? 

• Safety Saves Lives 

• Safety Saves Money 

– Longevity of Equipment 

– Fewer breakdowns 

– Fewer road calls 

– Improved Customer Satisfaction 
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Investigations 

• Data driven selection 

process 

• Roadability Review of 

Systematic 

Maintenance Program 

• Follow-on actions with 

Motor Carriers and 

Drivers 

IEP 

Driver 
Motor 
Carrier 
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Investigations 
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An IEP must establish an inspection, repair, and 

maintenance (IRM) program. 



Investigations 
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Inspection, Repair, and Maintenance (IRM) 

program elements ï 

ü Performing regular IME inspections. 

ü Repairing the problems you find. 

ü Maintaining IME between inspections. 

ü Creating a recordkeeping system for the program. 

Preventative maintenance saves time and 

money! 



Records 
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IEPs must retain records that indicate – 

– The identification of the equipment 

– A schedule of future maintenance with due date  

– The date and nature of inspections and repairs. 



Driver Inspections 
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– Require each driver to complete a pre-trip inspection. 

– Provide a location and space for drivers to conduct 

these inspections. 

– Quickly repair defects drivers find during pre-trip 

inspections or replace the equipment. 



Driver Inspections 
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– IEP must have a process to receive reports.  

– Drivers or motor carriers must report to the IEP or 

designated agent any known vehicle deficiencies. 

– Driver Vehicle Inspection Reports (DVIR) 

–  Must repair defects that are likely to affect the safety 

of operation of the vehicle before the equipment is 

used again. 

– Keep repair documentation and DVIRs. 

 



Periodic Inspections 
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A qualified inspector must  

inspect all of your IME, at least,  

once every 12 months. 

 

You must keep the inspection  

report or inspection sticker with the IME. 

 

The person who performed the inspection 

must sign the inspection report. 



Processes 

Policies and 
Procedures 

Roles and 
Responsibilities 

Qualification 
and Hiring 

Training and 
Communication 

Monitoring and 
Tracking 

Meaningful 
Action 
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Inspection, Repair, and Maintenance (IRM) program 

elements ï 
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Outcomes of Roadability Reviews 

• We will not issue safety ratings.  We may  

– Cite the IEP for violations. 

– Issue a civil penalty to the IEP for violations. 

– Place a specific IME unit or all units OOS. 

– Prohibit the IEP from interchanging equipment 

from one or more of its locations. 

– Propose a cooperative safety plan. 

– Recommend improvements. 



Driver and Motor Carrier Responsibilities 
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Pre-Trip Inspection 

Check these parts during the pre-trip inspection: 

V Service brakes and 

trailer brake connections  

V Rails and support 

frames 

V Lighting devices and 

reflectors 
V Tie down bolsters 

V Tires 
V Locking pins, clevises, 

clamps, and hooks 

V Coupling devices 
V Sliders or sliding 

frame lock 
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DVIR 

• Check these parts during the driver vehicle inspection – 

– King pin upper coupling device. 

– Rails or support frames. 

– Tie down bolsters. 

– Locking pins, clevises, clamps, or hooks. 

– Sliders or sliding frame lock. 

– Lighting devices, lamps, markers, and conspicuity marking material. 

– Wheels, rims, lugs, and tires. 

– Air line connections, hoses, and couplers. 

– Brakes. 
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Contact Information 

Chelsea Castaneda 
Midwestern Service 

Center  

(708) 283-3567 

FMCSA Illinois 
Division Office 
(217) 492-4608 

FMCSA Information 
Line 

1-800-832-5660 
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